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returned as large as my thigh, and then again

became very small; at last I saw the water that

was raised from the surface began to lower,

and the end of the pipe divided from it, when,

by the change of light from a cloud, it was lost

to our sight; I continued, however, to observe

whether it returned, because I had remarked

that the pipe of the second' had appeared to be

broken in the middle, and directly after we saw

it whole. This we found was occasioned by

the light which hid the half from us, but the

last we saw no more.

"These water-spouts are very dangerous, for

if they fall on a vessel they entangle in the

sails so much that sometimes they raise it up,

and afterwards let it fall with such violence as

to sink it; at least if they do not lift the vessel

up, they tear all the sails, or let the water they

contain fall on it, and which often sinks it to

the bottom. There cannot be the least doubt

but it is by similar accidents that many ships,

of which we, have heard no accounts, have

been lost, since there are but few examples

of those that we have known, from certainty,

to have perished in this manner."

I suspect there are many optical illusions in

the above account, but I. have recounted them

as
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