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as related, in order that we might compare them
with those of other travellers. The following
description is by M. Gentil, in his voyage
round the world. ¢ At eleven o’clock in the
morning, the air being filled with clouds, we
perceived about our vessel, at a quarter of a
mile distant, six water-spouts, which made a
noise similar to that of water flowing in sub-
terraneous canals, and increased until it re-
sembled the whistling which an impetuous wind
makes among the cordage of a ship. We at
first observed the water to boil up about a foot
and a half above the surface. Above this boil-
ing there appeared a mixed or rather a thick
smoke, which formed a kind of canal, that
ascended to the clouds. These canals inclined
according as the wind moved the clouds to which
they were attached, and in spite of the wind’s
impulsion they not only adhered to them, but
even lengthened and shortened themselves in
proportion as the clouds rose higher or lower in
the atmosphere.

“ These phenomena terrified us greatly, and
our sailors, instead of being bolder, fomented
their fears by the dismal tales they told each
other. If these spouts, said they, fall on our

vessel, they will Lift her up, and then she will -
| sink
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