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sink by the violence of her fall. Others con

tended in a decisive tone, that they would not

raise the vessel up, but if they met it in their

course, being full of water, the ship would

break the communication they had with the sea,

and the whole body of the water would fall per

pendicularly on the dcck of the vessel and split

her to pieces.

"To prevent this misfortune the cannon

was loaded, the sailors pretending the report of'

a cannon, by agitating the air, dissipated these

phenomena; but we hadno need of having re

course to this remedy, for when they had run

about ten minutes about the ship, some at a

quarter of a league, others at a less distance,

we perceived the canal to grow narrow& by

degrees, till they got loose from the surface of

the ea and then dissipated."

It appears from the description given by

these two travellers; that water-spouts are pro

duced, at least in part, by the action of a fire

or smoke which rises from the bottom of the

sea with great force, and that they are quite

different from those produced by contrary

winds. -

The water-spouts, says Mr. Shaw, which

I had an opportunity of seeing, appeared
as so
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