http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

NATURAL HISTORY. 131

the sea 3 but it must be allowed that the expla-
nation of this kind of water-spout, no more than
that we have given of those produced by con-
trary winds, is not satisfactory ; and it might
be asked why these kinds of water-spouts, which
fall perpendicularly from the clouds, are not as
often seen on the land as on the sea ?

The History of the Academy, anno 1%27%,
mentions a land water-spout which appeared at
Capestan, near Beziers; it descended from a
cloud like a black pillar, which diminished by
degrees, and at length termirated in a point
upon the surface of the earth. It obeyed the
wind which blew from west to south-west.
It was accompanied with a very thick smoke,
and made a similar noise to that of a troubled
sea. It tore up and carried away trees to the
distance of forty or fifty feet, marking its way
by a large track, on which three carriages might
have passed each other. There appeared another
pillar of the same kind, but which soon joined
the first; and after the whole had disappeared,
a great quantity of hail feil on the earth.

This kind of water~-spout appears to be still
different from the other two: it is not men-
tioned to have contained water ; and it secems,
by what I have related, and by the explanation
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