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ARTICLE XVI.

OF VOLCANOS AND EARTHQUAKES.

T

HE burning mountains, called volcanos,

contain in their bowels, sulphur, bitumen,

and other matters ofan inflammable nature, the

effects of which are more violent than that of

gunpowder, or even thunder, and have from the

earliest ages terrified mankind, and desolated

the country. A volcano is an immense cannon,

whose orifice is often more than half a league:

from this wide mouth are vomited forth torrents

of smoke and 'flames, rivers ofbitumen, sulphur,

and melted metals, clouds of cinders and stones,

and sometimes it ejccts enormous rocks to

many leagues distance, which human powers

united could not move; the conflagration i

so terrible, and the quantity 'of burnt, melted,

calcined,
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