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NATURAL HISTORY, 139

One of the last and most violent eruptions
of Mount Vesuvius was in the year 1737.%
The mountain vomited, by several mouths,
large torrents of burning metallic matters,
which dispersed themselves over the country,
and flowed into the sea. Mons. Montealegre,
who communicated this relation to the Academy
of Sciences, observed, with horror, one of these
rivers of fire, whose length, from the moun-
tain to the sea, was about seven miles, its
breadth about 66 feet, its depth 25 or 30 palms,
and in bottoms or vallies 120: the matter
which flowed was like the scum which issues
- from the furnace of a forge, &c.+

In Asia, particularly in the islands of the
Indian ocean, there are many volcanos; one of
the most famous is Mount Albours, near
Mount Taurus, eight leagues from Herat ; its
summit continually smokes, and it frequently
throws out flames and burning matter in such
quantities that the surrounding country is co-
vered with cinders. In the island of Ternate
there is a volcano which throws out matter
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* It should be remembered, as noticed by Mr. Smellie,
that the 'orig_inai of this work was published by our au-
thor.in 1749, since when Vesuvius has undergone severa}

eruptions.
1 See the Hist. Acad. an. 1737,
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