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vent the natives from building with stone
above one story high, and tdo construct the
upper stories of their houses with reeds and
light wood. In these mountains are also many
precipices and large vents, the sides of which
are black and burnt, as in the precipice of
Mount Ararat, in Armenia, which is called the
Abyss; these abysses are the mouths of extin-
guished volcanos.

There was lately an earthquake at Lima,
the effects of which were dreadful. The town
of Lima and Port Callao were almost entirely
swallowed up; but the evil was still greater at
Callao. The sea rose and covered every build-
ing in that town, drowned all the inhabitants,
and left only one single tower remaining. Of
twenty-five ships that were in this port, four
were carried a league upon land, and the rest
were swallowed up by the sea. At Lima, which
was a large town, there remains only twenty-
seven houses standing ; a great number of per-
sons were buried in the ruins, particularly
monks and religious persons, as their buildings
were higher and constructed of more solid ma-
terials than the other houses. This misfortune
happened at night, in October 1746 ; the shocL

remained fiftcen minutes.
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