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NATURAL HISTORY. 148§

There was formerly near the port of Pisca,
in Peru, a famous city, situate on the sea shore,
which was almost entirely destroyed by an earth-
quake that happened the 1gth of October 1682,
for the sea having extended beyond its common
bounds, swallowed up this unfortunate place
with every person that was in it.

If we consult historians and travellers, we
shall find relations of many earthquakes and
eruptions of volcanos, whose effects have been
as terrible as those we have just mentioned.
Pesidonius, whom Strabo quotes in his first
book, relates, that a city in Pheenicia, near
Sidon, was swallowed up by an earthquake,
with the neighbouring territory, and even two
thirds of Sidon ; this effect was not so sudden
but that many of the inhabitants had time
to avoid it by flight. This shock extended
throughout all Syria, and as far as the Cyclade
islands, and into Eubcea, where the fountains
of Arethusa suddenly stopped, and did not re-
appear for many days after, and then by many
new springs remote from the old ones; that
this earthquake did not cease from shaking the
island, sometimies in one part and sometimes in
another, until the earth opened in the valley
of Lepanta, and ejected a great quantity of
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