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these frightful shocks returned there only four
times, whereas at St. Michael they did not
cease a moment for several days. The islanders:
quitted their houses, which they saw fall before
their eyes, and remained all the time in the
fields exposed to the injuries of the weather.
The whole town of Villa Pranca was over-
thrown to its very foundation, and most of the
inhabitants buried under its ruins. In many
parts the plains rose into hills, and in others,
mountains were flattened into vallies. A spring
of water issued from the earth, which flowed
for four days, and then ceased all on a sudden.
The air and sea, still more agitated, resounded
with a noise which might have been taken for
the roaring of a number of wild animals.
Many persons died with the fright; the ships
in the harbour suffered dangerous shocks, and
those which were at anchor, or under sail at 20
leagues distant from the islands, received great
damage. Earthquakes are frequent in the
Azores, and about twenty years before a moun-
tain in St. Michael was overturned by one- of

them.* '
In Manilla, in the month of September,
1627, an earthquake levelled one of the two
mountains

* Hist. of Voyages.
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