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taken from the top to the caverns, which ac

cording to this hypothesis must support them,

is one league, then I say, the power of an ex

plosion must have raised a quantity of earth

equal to 68,ooo cubical leagues to a league in

height. Now the action being equal to the re

action, this explosion must have communicated

the same motion to the rest of the globe. The

whole globe consists of 12,310,523,801 cubical

leagues, from which substracting 68,ooo, there

remains 12,310,455,801 cubical leagues, the

quantity of which motion will be equal to that

of (8,ooo cubical leagues raised one league;.

from whence we perceive that the force which

will have been great enough to elevate 68,ooo

cubical leagues would not have displaced the

whole globe a single inch.

TI would therefore be no absolute irn,

possibility in the supposition that mountains

have been raised by earthquakes, if their in.

ternal composition as well as their external

form were not evident proofs of their

being the work of the sea. Their internal

parts are composed of regular and parallcl

strata, intermingled with shells, and their ex

trnal consists of a figure whose angles are

every where correspondent: is it credible then

that.
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