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the surface descend through them; collect when

stopped by clay, and form springs and rivulets;

by their natural propensities they seek out ca

vities or small vacancies, and always incline

to open a passage till they find a vent, carrying

along with them sand, gravel, and other matters

they can divide and dissolve; by degrees, in

the internal part of the earth they form small

trenches; and at last issue forth in the form of

springs, either at the surface of the earth, or

bottom ofthe sea; the matters which they carry

along with them, leave caverns whose extent

may be very considerable, the origin of which

is quite different from those produced by vol

canos or earthquakes.

There are two kinds of earthquakes, the one

caused by the action of subterraneous fires, and

the explosion of volcanos which are only felt at

small distances at the time of eruptions when

the matters which form subterraneous fires

ferment, heat, and inflame, the fire makes an

effort on every side to get out, and if it does

not find a natural vent, it raises the earth above

and forces itself a passage by throwing it out;

such is the beginning of a volcano whose effects

and continuation are in proportion to the quan

tity of inflammable matters they contain. If

the
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