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But there is another kind of carthquake very
different in its effects, and perhaps equally so
in its cause 3 such are felt at great distances, and
shake a long course of ground, without any
new volcano, or eruption in the old ones appear-
ing. We have instances of earthquakes being
felt at the same time in England, France, Ger-
many; and even in Hungary ; these earthquakes
always extend more in length than breadth;
they shake a zone of ground with greater or less
violence in different places, and are almost al-
ways accompanied with a rumbling noise like
that of a coach rolling over the stones with ra-
pidity.

With respect to the causes of this kind of
earthquake, it must be remembered that the ex-
plosion of all inflammable matters produces,
like gunpowder, a great quantity of air; that
this air by the heat isin a state of very great ra-
refaction, and that by its state of compression
in the bowels of the earth, it must produce very
violent effects. Let us suppose, that at a depth
of one or two hundred fathoms, pyrites and
other sulphurous matters are collected in great
quantities, and that by the fermentation pro-
duced by the filtration of the water, or other
causes, they inflame ; what must happen ? First
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