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of wind and vapour. Even should it not be
allowed that there exist internal passages, by
which the air and vapours can pass, it may be
conceived that in the place where the first ex-
plosion is made, the ground being lifted up to a
considerable height, that the most adjoining
to this spot must divide and split in an horizon-
tal manner by the force of its motion ; and bj;
this means passages communicating one with
the other may be opened to great distances ; and
this explanation agrees with every phenomena.
It is not at the same moment or hour that an
earthquake is felt in two distant places. Neither
fire nor eruption attend thosc earthquakes
which are heard at a distance, and the noise
always marks the progressive motion of this
subterrancous wind. 'L'his theory is confirmed
by two other facts; it is well known that mines
exhale unhealthy air and suffocating vapours,
independent of the wind produced by the cur-
rent of water : it is also known that there are
holes, abysses and deep lakes in the earth, which
produce winds, as the lake Boleslaw, in Bohe-

mia, which we have already spoken of. ‘
All this being considered, I do not see how it
can be imaginedthat earthquakes produce moun-
tains, since the cause itself of these earthquakes
are
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