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are mineral and sulphiIrous matters, which are

generally found only in perpendicular' clefts of

mountains and other cavities of the-earth; the

greatest number of which have been produced

by the operation of water; since this matter by

inflaming produces only a momentary explosion

and a violent wind which follpws the subterra

neous roads of the water: since the duration of

the earthquakes at the surface'of the earth is so

short that their cause can only be explosion and

not a durable fire: and in short, since these earth

quakes, which extend to a considerable distance,

very far from raising chains of mountains, do
-
not produce the smallest hills throughout their

whole extent.

Earthquakes are, in fact, most frequent in

places near volcanos, as in Sicily and Naples,

but it is known, by observations; that the most

violent earthquakes happen in the time of the

greatest eruptions of volcanos; that they are

very limited, and cannot produce a chain of

mountains.

It has been sometimes observed, that the

matters thrown out of Mount iEtna, after lay

ing for many years and afterwards moistened

with the rain, have rekindled and thrown out,

- flames
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