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made, which gave passages to the water and
air,these matters inflamed and formed a volcano.
None of these motions could be made in plains,
since all is at rest and nothing can be displaced.
It is not therefore surprising that volcanos are
found only in high mountains.

When coal-mines are opened, which are
generally met with in argile earth, at a great
depth, it sometimes happens that the mineral
substances have taken fire: there are even
mines of coal in Scotland, Flanders, &c. which
have burnt for a number of years. The ad-
mission of the air suffices to produce this effect 3
but these fires produce only slight explosions,
and do not form volcanos, because all being
' solid and full in these places, fire cannot be ex-
cited like that of volcanos, in which there are
cavities and void places where the air pene-
trates, which must necessdrily extend the con.
flagration and augment the action of the fire,
so as to produce the terrible effects we have just
- described. |
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