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NATURAL HISTORY. 171

ARTICLE XVII.

OF NELW ISLANDS, CAVERNS, PERPENDICULAR
CLEFTSs, &c. &c.

]

NEW islands are formed either suddenly
by the action of subterraneous fires, or
gently by the deposit of the sediment of waters.

Ancient historians and modern travellers relate

facts on this subject which put it beyond all

kind of doubt. Seneca assures us, that in his

time the island Therasia appeared suddenly in

the sea, to the astonishment of many mariners

who beheld it. Pliny relates, that formerly

thirteen islands in the Mediterranean sprung at

the same instant out of the sea, and that Rhodes

and Delos are the principal of them: it ap-

" pears, from him, as well as Ammianus Mar-
cellinus, Philo, and others, that these thirteen

islands were not produced by an earthquake,
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