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174 BUFFON'S

the order of the governor to take a view of it,
and who having come near it, perceived, on
the 1g9th of the same month, an island which
appeared only as fire and smoke, with a pro-
digious quantity of ashes thrown to a distance,
as if caused by the force of a volcano, with a
report like that of thunder. An earthquake
happened at the same time, which was felt in
the circumjacent places, and great quantities of
pumice-stones were observed floating on the
sea around the new island ; pumice-stones in-
deed have sometimes been seen swimming in
the midst of the high seas.*

The historian of the academy, anno 1721,
says on this event, that after an earthquake in
the island of St. Michael, one of the Azores,
there appeared between this island and Tercera
a torrent of fire, which gave birth to two new
shoals; and the next year he gave the following
detail :

¢« M. de P'Isle has informed the academ
of many particulars concerning the new island
among the Azores, which he received in a
letter from M. de Montagnac, consul at

Lisbon.
“ Being

# Sce Phil. Trans. Abridg. vol, VI part ii. page 254,
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