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NATURAL HISTORY. 183

thirty fathoms water, and mines of lead are also
found.

The Devil’s Hole, and othet caverns, from
whence isswe large springs or rivulets, have
plainly thercfore been formed by the water,
and their origin cannot be considered asthe ef-
fects either of earthquakes or volcanos.

One of the most remarkable ‘and largest ca-
verns known is that of Antiparos, a description
of which is given by M. de Tournefort. We
enter 2 rustic cavern about thirty feet broad,
divided by some natural pillars ; between two of
which, on the right, the ground is on a gentle
slope, and then becomes more steep to the bot=
tom, about twenty feet; this 1s the passage to
the grotto, or internal cavern, which is very
dark, and cannot be entered without stooping
and the assistance of torches. 'We then descend
an horrible precipice by the assistance of a ropey -
fastened at the entrance, into anothér still more
frightful, the borders of which are very slip-

~ pery, with dark abysses on the left. By the
assistance of a ladder we pass a perpendicular
rock, and then continue to go through places
somewhat less dangerous : but when we think
ourselves in a safe path, we are stopped short
by a tremendous obstruction, and are obliged
ta
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