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principally that of the Malacca's, appear to be

supported by vaults and cavities. The land

Azores, the Canaries, the islands of Cape de

Verd, and in general almost every small island,

is in many parts hollow and cavernous; be.

cause these islands are, as we have observed,

only points of mountains where considerable

ebullitions are made, either by the action of

volcanos, of the water, of frosts, or other in

juries ofthe weather. In the Cordeliers, where

there are manyvolcanos, and where earthquakes

are frequent, there are also a great number of

caverns.

The famous labyrinth ofthe island ofCandia,

is not the work ofnature alone; M.de Tourne-

fort assures us that it has evidently been greatly

enlarged by men; and most likely this cavern is

not the only one which has been augmented by

human labour. Ever'y day mines and quarries

are digging, and when abandoned for a long

time, it is not easy to discover whether they

have been the productions ofnature, or formed

by the hands of men. We know of quarries of

considerable extent; for example that of Mae

stricht, where it is said 50,000 men may conceal

themselves, and which is supported by upwards

of i ooo pillars, twenty-four feet 'high, and the
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