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re perceptible not only in rocks and quarries

of marble and stone, but also in clays and

earths of every kind, which have never been

removed. I call them perpendicular clefts,

because, like the horizontal strata, they are

oblique, by accident only. Woodward and

Ray speak of these clefts, but in a confused

manner; and they do not term them perpendi-'

cular clefts,, because they thought they might

be indifferently oblique or perpendicular. No

author has explain, the origin of them, al

though it is apparent that they have been pro

duced, as we observed in a preceding article,

by the dryness of the matters which compose

]orizontal beds. In whatsoever manner this

drying happens, it must have produced perpen

icular clefts.; for the matters which compose

the strata could not have diminished in size

without splitting 11 a perpendicular direction

to these strata. I comprehend under this name

of perpendicular clefts all natural separations

of rocks, as well as those which may have

been occasioned by any convulsive accident.

When some considerable motion happens to

masses of rocks, these clefts are sometimes'

found obliquely placed, but this is because the

mass is of itself oblique, and with little at

tention
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