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NATURAL HISTORY. 10Y

shells are found placed in their natural situa-
tion. - '

If we observe the order and internal disposi-
tion of matters in a mountain, composed, for
example, of common stones, or calcinable lapi-
dific matters, we generally find a bed of gravel
under the vegetable earth, of the nature and
colour of the stone which predominates in
this ground; and under the gravel we meet
with stone. "When the mountain i1s divided
by some trench, or deep cut, we easily distin-
guish all the strata of which it is composed.
Each horizontal stratum is separated by a kind
of joint, which is likewise horizontal, and their
thickness generally increase in proportion as
they lower from the summit of the mountain,
and are all divided vertically by perpendicular
clefts.  In common, the first stratum which
is met with under the gravel, and even the
second, are’ only thinner than the beds which
form the base of the mountain, but are so
divided by perpendicular clefts, that pieces of
any length are not to be secen: they perfectly
resemble the cracks of ground which is very
~dry, but gonot very far, gradually disappearing
" in proportion as they descend, and towards the
bottom there are no great number but where
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