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this idea. The waters which filtrate through
stone quarries, gencrally form soft and calcinable
matters like the stones themselves ; on the con-
trary, those which spring from rock and flint
form hard and vitrifiable congelations, which
- have all the other properties of flint, as the first
have all those of stone; so the waters which have
penetrated the beds of mineral and metallic sub-
stances produce pyrites, marcasites, and grains.

‘We have observed, that we might divide all
matters into two great classes, vitrifiable and
calcinable; clay and flint, marle and stone,
may be looked upon as the two extremes of
each of these classes, the intervals of which are
filled with an almost infinite variety of the mixt
matters that have always one or other of these
substances for their basis.

The substances of the first class can'never
acquire the nature and properties of the other.
Stone will always be as remote from the nature
of flint, as potters earth is from marle; no
known agent will ever be capable of making
them quit the combinations peculiar to their na-
ture : the country which produces stone and
marble will remain to do s0 as certainly as those
wherein there is only flint and granate will ne-
ver have cither stone or marble.
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