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variety of concretions as tho3e of the calcinable

class; and these concretions, produced by flints,

are almost all hard and precious stones; whereas

those of the calcareous are only soft matters of

no value.

Perpendicular clefts are found in rocks of

flint, as well as in those of marble and hard

stone; they are sometimes even larger there,

which proves that matter is still dryer than

stone: hills, whether of calcinable or vitrifiable

matters, are supported by clay or vitrifiable sand;

these are the common and general matters of

vhich the globe is composed, and which I look

on as the lightest parts, or the scoria of vitri

ied matter, with which it is internally filled;

thus all mountains or plains have argilaceous

earth or sand for their common foundation.

For example, we see that in the pits at Amster

dam and Many la Yule, vitrifiable sand was

below every other stratum.

In most naked rocks it is observable that the

'sides of the perpendicular clefts, whether broad

or narrow, correspond as exactly as those of a

piece of slit wood. In the large quarries in

Arabia, which are almost composed of granate,
these perpendicular separations are very fre

quent; and although some are twenty or thirty

yards
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