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tively to the depth of sixty-three feet, when
there i1s 2 bed of sand mixed with gravel and
shells, like those formed on the coasts of the
Italian sea; these successive beds are always
met with in the same order, wheresoever it has
been dug, and very often the auger meets with
large trunks of trees, which the workmen bore
through with much labour. Bones of animals,
coals, flint, and pieces of iron are also found.
Ramazzini, who relates these circumstances,
thinks thatthegulphof Veniceformerlyextended
beyond Modena, and, that by the sediments of
rivers in the course of time, assisted perhaps by
the inundations of the sea, this ground has been -
formed. |

I shall no longer dwell on the varieties in the
formation of modern strata, it suffices to have
shewn that they have been produced by no other
causes than the running and stagnate waters,
which are upon the surface of the earth, and
that they are neither so hard nor solid as the
ancient strata which are formed under thewaters
of the sea.
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