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waters from cast to west, and to agitate them
more in that part of the globe than in all the
rest. It is for this rcason that the greatest in-
equalities of the surface of the globe are found
between the tropics. * The part of Africa, com-
prchended between - these two circles, is only
a group of mountains whose different chains
extend for the most part from east to west, as is
evident from the direction of the great rivers of
this part of the world ; it is the same with those
parts of Asia and America which are comprised.
between the tropics.

From the combination of the general motion
of the sea from east to west, with the flux and
reflux of the currents, and the winds, an in- °
finite number of different effects has resulted,
both on the bottom of the sea, and on the coasts.
Varenius says, it is very probable that the gulphs
and straits have been formed by the reiterated
efforts of the ocean against the land ; that the
Mediterranean sea, the gulphs of Arabia, Ben-
gal, and Cambay, have been formed by the
eruption of the waters, as well as the straits
between Sicily and Italy, between Ceylon and
India, between Greece and Eubcea, and that
it is the same with respect to the straits of the

Manillas, Magellan, &c. that one proof of
‘ ; ‘ : these
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