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eastern islands have been divided from the con-.

tinents by eruptions of the ocean.

There is an appearance that formerly the

island of Great Britain was part of the conti

nent, and that England was joined to France

the similarity of the stones on the two coasts,

and the narrowness of this strait seem plainly

to indicate it. By supposing, says Dr. Wallis,

"that England formerly communicated with

France, by an isthmus between Dover and Ca

lais, it must follow that the sea would be car

ried against both sides of it with great violence

by the tides twice in every twenty-four hours,

the German ocean, which is between England

and Holland, striking of it on the eastern

side, and that of France. on the west, would

be sufficient in time to wear away so narrow

a neck of land, as we have supposed. The tides

acting with great violence, not only against this

isthmus but also against the coasts of France and

England,' must have washed away a great quan

tity of sand, earth, and clay, from every part

againstwhich the sea was forced: but,being stopt

in its course, it would not deposite, as might

be supposed, their sediments against this isthmus,

but transported them into the greatplainthat now

forms

See Varenius Geography, page 203,217, and 22


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


