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NATURAL HISTORY. 22§

forms Romney Marsh, which is eight miles long
by four broad; for whosoever has seen this plain,
cannot doubt but that it was formerly covered -
with the sea, as it would be still overflowed
by spring tides if it was not for the Dikes of
Dimchurch.

The German sea must have acted in the:
same manner against this isthmus, and the:
coasts of England and Flanders would con--
vey its sediments into Holland and Zealand,
the ground of which, though formerly covered
with water, is now forty feet above. On the
coast of England, the German sea must have
filled up that large valley, where the river
Stour actually flows for more than 20 miles,
beginning at Sandwich, passing Canterbury,
Chatham, Chilham as far as Ashford. At this
place, the ground is much higher than i1t
was formerly, since at Chatham the bones of an
hippopotamus were found seventeen feet deep
in the earth, together with anchors and marine
shells.

It is very probable the sea may form new
land, by bringing and depositing, at particular
“places, sand, earth, mud, &c. for in the island

- of Orkney, which is adjacent to Romney
Marsh, there was a tract of low land continually
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