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island formed part of the continent is evident,

from the rocks and coasts of both being of

the same nature, composed of the same matters,

and exactly of the same height; the length of

the rocks, along these coasts, are also nearly

the same, about six miles on either side. The

little breadth of the channel, which in this

part is not more than twenty-four English.

miles, and its shallowness, comparatively with

the neighbouring sea, is another reason to

suppose that England has been diided from

France by accident. We may add to these

proofs, that there were formerly wolves and

bears in this island; it is not to be presumed
that they could swim over, nor that men trans

ported such destructive animals; for in general
we find the noxious animals of the continent in

the adjacent islands, and never in those which

are separated from them by a great distance;

as the Spaniards remarked when they landed in

America.

In the reign of Henry I. King of England,
t great inundation happened by an eruption of

the sea in part of Flanders. In 1446 by a

like eruption 10000 persons were drowned in

the territory of Dordrecht, and more than

G g 2 100000

* See Ray's Discourses, page 208.
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