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100,000 round Dullart, Friezeland, and in
Zealand. In these last two provinces upwards
of 3co villages were overflowed ; the tops of
their towers and steeples are still to be seen
rising out of the water.

From the coasts of France, England, Hol-
land and Germany, the sea has retreated in
many parts. Hubert Thomas relates, in his
description of Liege, that the sea formerly sur-
rounded the walls of the city of Tongres,
which i1s now more than 35 leagues distant
from it ; this he proves by many eligible rea-
sons, and, among others, he says, that in his
time the iron rings, to which the ships were
moored, were to be seen remaining in the
walls. We may likewise look on as lands de-
serted by the sea, the fens of Lincoln in Eng-
land, Prowence in France, and which has also
very considerably retreated from the mouth of
the Rhone since the year 1665. In Italy a
considerable tract of land has been gained at
the mouth of the Arno; and Ravenna, for-
merly a sea-port, is no longer a maritime town.
Holland appears to be an entire new country,
where the surface of the earth is almost on 3
level with the sea, although the land is consi-
derably elevated by the daily deposit of mud
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