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ever, it is certain that the island of Ceylon

has lost 30 or 40 leagues of ground towards

'the north-west side, which the sea has gained.

It appears that the sea has recently forsaken

a great part of the projecting lands and islands

of America. We have just observed, that the

ground of Juca'tan is filled with shells. It is

the same with the low lands of Martinico and

the other Antille islands. The inhabitants

have termed the earth below the surface lime,

because they make their lime with these shells,

considerable banks of which are found imme

diately under the vegetable earth. In the new

voyages to the islands of America it is said,

"lime, which is found in the land of Guada

loupe, when the earth is turned up, is of the

same kind as that drawn out of the sea, the

reason of which is difficult to be assigned.

Might it not be possible, that all the extent of

ground, which composes this island, was, in,

former times, only a high ground filled with

lime-plants, which having grown and filled the

void spaces that were occupied by the water,

have raised up the ground, obliged the water

to retire, and leave all the superficies dry?
This conjecture, as extraordinary as at first it

may appear, has, nevertheless, nothing im
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