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possible in it; and if the people who reside
there were to dig in different parts of the
earth they would discover what the real soil is,
and by that means destroy or strengthen my
conjecture.”

There are some lands which are sometimes
covered with water and sometimes uncovered,
as many islands in Norway, Scotland, Mal-
divias, the gulph of Cambaya, &c. The
Baltic has, by little and little, gained a great
part of Pomerania, and covered and destroyed
the famous port of Vineta. So likewise the
sea of Norway has projected into the con-
tinent, and formed many small islands. The
German sea has projected into Holland near
Catt, insomuch that the ruins of an ancient
citadel of the Romans, which was formerly
on the coast, are now very far in the sea.
The marshy grounds in the Isle of Ely, in
England, and those in Provence, in France,
are, on the contrary, as we have observed,
land which the sea has abandoned. Downs
have been formed by the sea-winds, which
have thrown and accumulated earth, sand,
shells, &c. on the shore. For example, on the
western coast of France, Spain, and Africa,
durable and violent westerly winds reign,
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