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sea, by its motion, detaches from its bottom an
infinity of plants, shells, slime, and sand,
which the waves and winds continually drive
towards the shore. Now, all these different
operations must continually form new strata,
elevate the beds of earth, gradually raising
downs and hills, retrenching the bounds of
the ocean, and by that means extending the
lands on the continents.”

«¢ It is visible that new strata have been succes-
sively formed bythesame reiterated motion of the
waters fromthe depositionof sedimentsand other
constant causes from time immemorial; of
which I find strong proofs in the different
beds of fossils, shells, and other marine pro-
ductions found in Roussillon near the village
of Naffiac, about seven or eight leagues .from
the sea; these beds of shells which are inclined
from the west to the east, and in different
angles, are separated from each other by banks
of sand and earth, are sometimes from one and
a half to two or three feet in thickness. They
appear asif sprinkled with salt in dry weather,
and form together hillocks from twenty-five to
thirty fathoms in height: now a long chain
of hills of such an height can only be formed
-gradually, and at different successions of time.

Such
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