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cording to the rapidity of their currents; these

earths fall to the bottom of the sea, and, at

first, form those small banks wjiich daily en

crease, become shoals, and, at last, form islands,

which are fertile and inhabitable. This is the

manner in which the islands of the Nile are

formed, as well as those of St. Laurence, the

Isle ofLanda, situate on the coast of Africa,

iear the mouth of the river Coanza, the island

of Norway, &c To these may be added the

island, of Ti'ong Ming, at China, which has

been gradually formed by the earth that the

river Nankin has brought and deposited it at its

mouth. This island is more than o leagues

long by five or sibroad.f

The Po, Treito, Mhesis, and other rivers

f Italy, bring with them great quantities of

earths into the lakes of Venice, especially

during the time of inundations, which, in

:c.ourse of time, must nil then up. In many

places they are now &y at low water, and, ex-

cepting the .caa1s, which are kept up at a great

expence, have no depth of water.

At the mouths of the Nile, the Ganges, the

Indus, tbe Plata, the Nankin, and of many
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- See Varenni (3eograih. page 214

j' See Letters Edantes, Recuei1 'xi. page 234.
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