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other rivers, the earth and sand deposited forra
considerable banks. Loubere, in his 'Veyagc
to Siam, says, that the banks of sand and earth
daily increase at the mouths of the great rivers
of Asia, insomuch that the navigation of them
becomes every day more difficult, and will one
day be impassable. The same remark may be
made of the large rivers of Europe, and par-
ticularly of the Wolga, which has more than
7o mouths in the Caspian sea, and of the Da-
nube, which has seven in the Black sea, &ec.

As it seldom rains in Egypt the regular
inundations of the Nile proceed from the
torrents which fall therein from Ethiopa. These
annually bring with them great quantities of
mud, which they not only deposit on the land
of Egypt but even throw to a considerable
distance in the sea, and thus lay the founda-
tion of a new land, which, in the course of
time, arises therefrom; for, by sounding with
the lead, we find, at more than 20 leagues
distance from the coast, the mud of the Nile
at the bottom of the sea, and which is every
year increasing. Lower Egypt, where * Dela
at present stands, was formerly a gulph of the
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* See Diodorus de Suc, lib. 8. Aristotle, lib, 1, of Me~
taors, h, xiv.  Herodotus, £, 4, 5, &e.-
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