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Nevertheless all the changes which rivers
__cause are very slow, and become not consider-
able till after a long series of years: but quick
and sudden changes have happened by in-
undations and earthquakes. The ancient
Egyptian priests, 6oo years before the birth
of Christ, asserted, according to the Timaeus
of - Plato, that there was a great island near
Hercules Pillars, called At/antas, which was
larg_cr than Lybia and Asia taken together;
and that this island was buried under the waters
of the ocean after a great earthquake. ¢ Tra-
ditur Atheniensis civitas restitisse olim innu-
meris hostium copiis quz, ex Atlantico man
profect, propé cunctam Europam Asiamque
obsederunt ; tunc enim fretum illud navigabile
habens in ore et guasi vestibulo ejus insulam
quam - Herculis columnas cognominant ; fer.
turque insula illa Lybii simul et Asii Major
fuisse, per quam ad alias proximas insulas
patebat aditus, atque ex insulis 3d omnem
continentem € copspectu jacentem Vvero mari
vicinam: sed intrd os ipsum portes augusto
sinu traditur, pelagus illud verum mare, terra
quoque illa vere erat continens, &c. Post
hxc ingenti terr® moty jugique diei:,'.ennius et
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