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reaches, at high water, half a league beyond
certain rocks that formerly it never passed.
" This unhappy province justifies what the

ancient and modern travellers relate concerning

the tempests of sand in the deserts of Arabia, in

which cities and armies have been enveloped

and destroyed."

Mr. Shaw tells us that the ports of Laodicea,

Jebila, Tortosa, Rowada, Tripoli, Tyre, Acra,

and Jaffa, are all filled up with sand brought

thither by the great waves which beat on that

side of the Mediterranean when the west wind

blows impetuously.

It is useless to give a greater number of ex

amples of the alterations that have happened

on the surface of the globe. Fire, air, and

water, produce continual changes, which be

come very considerable by time. It is not

from general causes alone, whose effects are

periodical and regular, that the sea successively

takes the place of the earth, and forsakes its

own dominions. There are a number of par-.

ticular causes which contribute to these muta

tions, such as earthquakes, inundations, sinking
of mountains, &c. Thus the most solid thing,

at

11 See Shaw's Travels, vol. H.


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


