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in a soft state, acquired hardness in proportion

as they became dry, and that this drying has

produced perpendicular clefts, which cross the

horizontal strata.

It is impossible to doubt, after perusing the

facts in the Articles x. Xf. XIV. Xv. xvi.

xvii. xviii. and xix. that an infinite number of

revolutions, particular changes and alterations,

have happened on the surface of the globe, as

well from the natural motion of the waters of

the sea as by the effects of rain, frost, running

waters, winds, subterraneous fires, earthquakes,

inundations, &c. and that consequently the sea

has alternately changed places with the earth,

especially in the earliest times after the creation,

when the terrestrial matters were much softer

than they are at present. It must nevertheless

be acknowledged, that we can but very im

perfectly judge of the succession of 'natural

revolutions; that we can still less judge of the

cause of accidents, changes, and alterations;

that the defect of historical monuments de

prives us of the knowledge of particular facts,

and experience and time is deficient to us.

We do not pay any consideration that, though

the time of our existence is very limited, nature

proceeds
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