http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

250 BUFFON’s

objects, than either minerals or stones, which
have not any kind of life or motion. By this
number of properties it is, that the animal
claims pre-eminence over the vegetable, and
the vegetable over the mineral. Man, to con-
sider him by his material form alone, is only
superior to the brute creation by possessing
some few peculiar properties, such as those
given to him by his tongue and hands ; and al-
though the works of the Creator are in them-
sclves equally perfect, the animal, according
to our mode of perception, is the most coms-
plete, and man the most perfect animal.

What variety of ‘springs, what forces, and
what mecharical motions are enclosed in this
small part of matter which composes the body
of an animal? What properties, what har-
mony, and what correspondence between the
various parts ? How many combinations, ar-
rangements, causes, effects, and principles,
conspire to complete one end, and which we
know only to be results so very difficult to
comprehend, that they only cease from being
marvellous by the long custom of not reﬂcctmg
~on them?

Nevertheless, however admirable this work
appears, it is not thﬂ individual that is the most

_ wonderful
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