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NATURAL HISTORY. 263

difference between animals and vegetables, but
that nature descends by degrees imperceptibly
from an animal which is the most perfect, to
that which is the least, and from the latter to
the vegetable. The water polypus may there-
fore be considered as the line where the animal
creation ends and that of plants begin:

If, after having examined the distinctions,
we search after the resemblances between ani-
mals and vegetables, we shall find the power of
-re-production is general, and very essential to
- both ; a faculty which would almost lead us to
suppose that animals and vegetables are nearly
of the same order of beings.

A second resemblance may be drawn from
the expansion of their parts, a property which
is common to both; for vegetables grow as .
well as animals, and if the manner in which
they expand is different, it is not totally nor
essentially so, since there are very considerable
parts in animals, as the bones, the hair, the
nails, the horns, &c. whose expansion is a per-
fect and real vegetation ; and the feetus, at its
first formation, may be said rather to vegetate
than live.

A’ third resemblance arises from there being
some animals which propagate like plants, and
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