http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

264 BUFFON’S

by the same method. The multiplication of
the vine-fretter, which is made without copu-
lation, is like that of plants by seeds; and that
of polypuses, by cutting them, resembles the
multiplication of trees by slips.

- We can then assert with greater foundation,
that animals and vegetables are beings of the
same order, and that nature passes from oneto
the other by insensible links ; since the proper-
ties wherein they resemble each other are ge-
neral and essential, and those on which they
differ confined and particular.

If we compare animals and vegetables by
other lights, for example, by number, situation,
size, form, &c. we shall draw fresh inductions
from them.

The number of the animal species is much
greater than that of plants. In the class of in-
sects alone there are a greater number of species
than there are kinds of plants on the surface of
the earth. Animalslikewise much less resemble
each other than plants; and it is this resem-
‘blance among the latter which makes the dif-
ficulty of knowing and discerning them, and has
given rise to so many botanical systems ; and it
is for this reason that more labour has been

bestowed on that than on zoology.
Besides
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