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Besides, there is another advatitage of know

ing the species of animals, and distinguishing

them one from another, which is by regarding

thos as one and the same species,who, by means

of copulation, produce and perpetuate beings

like themselves; and as a different species, those

from a connection between whom nothing is

produced, or whose product are unlike their

parents. Thus a fox will be a different spe

cies from a dog, if nothing results from a

copulation of a male and female of these two

animals, and when even there should result a

bipartite animal, or a kind of mule, which

cannot generate, that will be sufficient to

establish the fox and dog of two different spe

cies. There is not the same advantage to be

had in plants, for although some have pre

tended to discover sexes, and although divisions

of breeds have been established by the parts

of fecundation.; yet, as these distinctions

neither are so certain, nor so apparent as

in animals, and the production of plants is

made in many modes, that the sex has no part

in, and where the parts of fecundtioñ are

not necessary, this idea cannot be made use

of with any success; it is only on a misappre
hended analogy that this sexual methbd has
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