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266 BUFFON’s

been pretended to distinguish all the different

species of plants. |
Notwithstanding the number of animals is
greater than that of plants, yet that is not the
case with respect to the number of individuals
in each species. In animals as well as in
plants, the number of individuals is much
greater in the small species than in the large.
Flies are, perhaps, a million times more nu-
merous than elephants; so likewise there are
more kinds of plants than trees; but, if we
compare the quantity of individuals in each
species, we shall find that the plant is more
abundant than the animal; for example, qua-
drupeds bring forth but a small number of
young, and at considerable distances of time :
trees, on the contrary, produce every year, a
great quantity. It may be said that this com-
parison is not exact, and to render it so, we
should compare the quantity of seeds produced ’
by a tree, with a quantity of germs contained
in the semen of an animal, and then, perhaps,
we should find, that animals are still more
abundant in their seed than vegetables. But
it should be considered that it 1s possible by
collecting and sowing all the seeds of an elm,
for instance, that we might have 100,000 young
ones
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