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ones from the product of a single year; and
that should we supply a horse with as many
mares as he could cover in one year, there
would be a great difference between the pro-
duction of the animal and that of the vege-
table. I shall not-examine into the quantity
of germs ; first, because we are not acquainted
with it in the animal creation: and secondly,
because possibly there is the same number of
seminal shoots in the vegetable : for the seed of
a vegetable is not a germ, being as perfect a
production as the feetus of an animal, and to
which, like that, a greater expansion is only
wanting.

To my comparison may likewise be opposed
the prodigious multiplication of certain kinds
of insects: as the bee in particular, one of
which will produce thirty or forty thousand.
But it must be observed, that I speak in general
of animals compared with vegetables; and
besides, this example.of bees, which perhaps
is the greatest multiplication among animals,
does not constitute a proof against what we have
observed ; for of thirty or forty thousand flies
produced by the female bee, there is but few
females; fifteen hundred, or two thousand
“males, and all the rest moles, or rather
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