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neutral flics, without sex, and incapable of
procreating.

It must be owned, that in insects, fish, and
shell-fish, there are species which seem to be
very abundant; oysters, herrings, ﬂeas,‘ bee-
tles, &c..are perhaps in as great numbers as
masses and the most common plants; but on
the whole, the greatest number of the animal
species is less abundant than the vegetab]e;, and
by comparing different kinds of plants with
each other, there is not found such great dif-
ferences in the number, as in the animal spe-
cies; some of which bring forth a prodigious
number, and others only a few ; whereas the
number of productions in plants is always very
great throughout. |
~ By what we have observed, it appears that
the smallest and basest species seem to be the
most prolific : the most minute are the most
plentiful as well in animals as in plants, and in
proportion as the animals are more perfect, they
appear to decrease in number of individuals,
Can it be thought, that certain forms of the
body, as those of quadrupeds and birds, re-
quisite for the perfection of sensation,would cost
nature more organic particles than the produc-
tion of less important animals ?
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