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Let us now pass to the comparison of

ani-malsand vegetables, with respect to situation,

form, and size. The earth is the only place

wherein vegetables can subsist. The greatest

number grow above the surface, and are at..

tached to the soil by roots. Some, as truffles,

are entirely covered with earth, and a few

grow- under the water, but all require the

surface of the earth to exist upon. Animals, on

the contrary, are more generally dispersed;

some dwell on the surface, and others in the

bowels of the earth; some live at the bottom,

and others swim in the waters of the ocean:

some exist in the air, others dwell in the inter

nal parts of plants, on the bodies of men and

other animals, liquors, and even stones are not

without them.

By the use ofthe microscope, a great number

of new species of animals have been disco

vered: but singular as it may appear, we have

not found more than one or two new species

of plants by the help of this instrument.

The small moss is, perhaps, the only micro

scopical plant spoken of; and we might, there.

fore, iniagine that nature refusçd to produce

very small plants, while she formed animalcules

with profusion; but we might deceive our

selves
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