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finitely varied, has not any resemblance to,

that of plants; and although the polypus will,

like plants, reproduce by cutting, and may be

regarded as the link between the animal and

vegetable kingdoms, not only by the mode of

their reproduction but also by their external

form, nevertheless the figure of the animal is

so different fiom the external form of a plant

that it is difficult to be deceived therein. Sornc

animals form things resembling plants or

flowers, but plants never produce any thins

like an animal; and those admirable insects

which produce and form the coral, would not

have been taken for flowers if oral had not

been regarded as a plant. Thus the errors

wherein we might fall, by comparing plants

with animals, will never have any influence

but on a few objects which compose the link

between both, and the more observations we

shall make the more we shall be convinced

that the Creator has not placed a fixed line be

tween animals and vegetables; that these two

species of organized beings have many more

common properties' than real differences; that

the production of an animal does not require

of nature more, and possibly, less exertion

than that of a vegetable; that in general the

production
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