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272 BUFFON’S

production of organized beings does not require
exertion, and that, in short, the living animated
nature, instead of composing a metaphysicat
degree of beings, is a physical property, com-
mon to all matter.

CHAPTER IIL

OR * REPRODUCTION IN GENERATL.

E shall now make a more minute in-
spection into this common property of
animal and vegetable nature; this power of
producing its resemblance; this chain of suc~
cessive individuals, which constitutes the real
existence of the species 3 and without attaching
| | ourselves

* This word is used by the author in an enlarged sense of
propagation, for as generation applies to animated beings,
so by this he includes the vegetable as well as animal system.
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