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NATURAL HISTORY. 273"

ourselves to the generation of man, or to that
of any particular kind of animal, let us inspect
the phenomenas of reproduction in general, let
us collect facts, and enumerate the different me-
thods nature makes use of to renew organized
beings. The first, and as we think the most
simple method, is, to collect in one body an
infinite number of resembling organic bodies,
arid so to compose its substance, that there is
not a part of it which does not contain a germ
of the same species, and which consequently
of itsclf might become a whole, resembling that
of which 1t constitutes a part. This prepara-
tion seems to suppose a prodigious waste, and to
carry with it profusion’ yet it is a very com-
mon munificence of nature, and which mani-
fests itself even in the most common and inferior
kinds, such as worms, polypuses, elms, willows,
gooseberry-trees, and many other plantsand in-
sects, each part of which contains a whole, and
by the single effect of expansion alone may be-
come a plant, or an insect. By considering
organized beings in this point of view, an
individual is a whole, uniformly organized in
all. its -parts; a compound of an infinity of
resembling figures and similar parts, an assem-
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