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from which reason it is we judge that the

animal is more compounded than the vegetable,

and the vegetable more than the mineral. This

notion is just with relation to us, but we know

not, in reality, whether the animal, vegetable,

or mineral, is the most simple or complex; and

we are ignorant whether a globule, or a cube,

is more indebted for an exertion of nature,

than a seed or an organic particle. If we

would form conjectures on this subject, we

might suppose that the most common and nu

merous things are the most simple; but then

animals would be the most simple, since the

number of their kind far exceeds that ofplants

or minerals. -

But without taking up more time on this

discussion, it is sufficient to have shewn that the

opinions we commonly have of the simple and

complex are ideas of abstraction, that they

cannot be applied to the compound produc

tions of nature, and that when we attempt to

reduce every being to elements of a regular

figure, or to prismatic, cubical, or globular

particles, we substitute our own imaginations

in the place of realities; that the forms of the

constituting particles of different bodies are

absolutely unknown to iris,, and that, conse

quently,
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