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But, it may be asked, were not all these or-
ganized bodies contained in the seed, and may
not the order of their expansion be traced from
that source, for the bud which first appeared was
evidently surmounted by another similar buds
which'was not expanded till the second year,and
soon to the third; and consequently the seed may
be said really to contain all the buds, or young
trees that would be produced for ahundred years,
or till the dissolution of the tree itself? This seed
it is also plain not only contained all the small or-
ganized bodies which one day must constitute
the individual tree, but also every seed, every in-
dividual, and every succession of seeds and indi-
viduals, to the total destruction of the species.

This is the principal difficulty, and we shall
examine it with the strictest attention. It is
certain that the seed produces by the single
expansion of the bud, or germ, it contains, a
young tree the first year, and that this tree ex-
isted in miniature in that bud, but it is not
equally certain that the bud of the second year,
and thoseof the succeeding, were all contained in
the first seed, no more than that every organiz-
ed body and seed, which must succeed to the
~end of the world, or to the destruction of the
species, were so. This opinion supposes a pro-
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